The ability of the embryonic tissues of the dromedary camel (Camelus dromedarius) 
Introduction
In ungulates the embryo produces a chemical signal to the mother that prevents cyclical regression of the corpus luteum and maintains the pregnancy (Short, 1969; Heap et ah, 19S3) . In cows and sheep, both of which are ruminants with a synepitheliochorial cotyledonary placenta (Wooding, 1992) , the important maternal recognition of pregnancy factor secreted by the conceptus has been shown to be an 18 kDa protein, which possesses strong anti-viral activity and shows close structural similarity to a-interferon (Imakawa et ah, 1987; Stewart et ah, 1989) .
Studies to date in pigs and horses, both of which have a diffuse, non-invasive epitheliochorial placenta (Amoroso, 1952) , have indicated that interferon-like molecules of embry¬ onic origin are probably not involved in maternal recognition of pregnancy (La Bonnardiere et ah, 1991; Baker et ah, 1991) .
However, the embryonic tissues of both these species possess high aromatase activity and they can synthesize large amounts of oestrogens in vitro from as early as day 10 after ovulation (Perry et ah, 1973; Flood et ah, 1979; Heap et ah, 1982) . The dromedary or one-humped camel is a ruminant but it has a diffuse, epitheliochorial placenta like that of pigs and horses (van Lennep, 1961) . It is an induced ovulator (Chen et ah, 1985; Anouassi et ah, 1992) and the corpus luteum that develops after a sterile mating has a lifespan of only [8] [9] [10] days (Marie and Anouassi, 1987 (Tinson and McKinnon, 1992) In pregnant gilts, Bazer and Thatcher (1977) proposed that the oestrogens produced by the rapidly elongating blastocysts between day 10 and day 16 after ovulation function to redirect endometrial PGF2a secreted by the glandular epithelium away from the venous effluent and into the uterine lumen, thereby protecting the corpus luteum from its potentially luteolytic action. Camels, although ruminants like cows and sheep (Arthur et ah, 1985) , have a non-invasive epitheliochorial placenta like those of pigs and horses (Amoroso, 1952; van Lennep, 1961) 
